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On June 6, 2013, the Government of India, Department of Consumer Affairs published a notification in 

the Gazette of India, amending the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011.  The legal 

metrology rules have been amended, such that permissible units of weight, measure or number of 

specific products and product groups have been expanded, i.e., the list of quantities in which products 

may be packed is now broader. 
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General Information:  
 

On June 6, 2013, the Government of India, Department of Consumer Affairs published a notification in 

the Gazette of India, amending the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011.  The Legal 

Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Amendment Rules, 2013 have not been notified to the WTO.  

Moreover, the announced amendment does not provide for a specific comment period for domestic 

stakeholders.   

The amendment includes additions to and deletions from Rule 2, 3, 18 and 32, which deal with 

provisions relating to: (i) retail and wholesale packages; (ii) retail and wholesale dealers; (iii) penalty for 

contravention of rules.  A summary of the relevant amendments is given below. 

 

i. The explanation defining the “industrial” and “institutional” consumers in Rule 3 has been 

deleted.  Instead, an additional clause defining the same has been inserted in Rule 2, after clause 

(b). 

ii. The proviso given under Clause (k) defining retail packages has been deleted. 

iii. In rule 32, a new sub-rule (3) has been added to include the table on sum of compounding of 

offences. 

iv. A change in units of weight, measure or number of specified quantities of certain commodities 

has been made. 

  

Practical Impact of the Amendment 

 

The “Second Schedule” of the legal metrology rules has been amended, such that permissible units of 

weight, measure or number of specific products and product groups have been expanded, i.e., the list of 

quantities in which products may be packed is now broader: 

 

 Weaning food may now be packed in 75-, 100-, 125-, 150-, 200-, 250-, 300-, 400-, 500-, 600-, 

700-, 800-, 900-gram and 1-, 2-, 5- and 10-kilogram packages. 

 Biscuits (cookies in American English) may now be packed in 25-, 50-, 75-, 100-, 150-, 200-, 

250-, 300-, 350-, and 400-gram packages and thereafter in multiples of 100 grams up to 1 

kilogram. 

 Coffee may now be packed in 25-, 50-, 100-, 200-, 250-, 500-, and 750-gram and in 1-kilogram 

or multiples of 1-kilogram packs. 

 Tea is now permitted to be packed in units smaller than 25 grams with no restriction, and in sizes 

of 25-, 50-, 75-, 100-, 125-, 150-, 200-, 250-, 500-, 750 grams, as well as 1-, 1.5-, 2-kilogram 

and larger in multiples of 1 kg. 

 Materials which may be constituted or reconstituted as beverages may now be packed in 25-, 50-

, 100-, 125-, 200-, 500-gram packages, and thereafter in 1-kilogram packages or in multiples of 1 

kilogram. 

 Edible oils, including vegetable oils as well as vanaspati (ghee) and butter oil, may now be 

packed in units smaller than 50 grams without restriction, and in sizes of 50-, 100-, 175-, 200-, 

300-, 500-, and 750 grams, as well as 1-, 2-, 3- and 5 kilograms or multiples of 5 kilograms. 

 Aerated (carbonated) soft drinks and non-alcoholic beverages remain unchanged in terms of 

pack size, but the restriction "in cans only" for 330-milliliter size containers is deleted. 

  

The full text of the amendment as given in notification G.S.R. 359(E) is also attached below. 
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Details of notification G.S.R. 359(E) 

 

Date of Publication: June 6, 2013 

 

Date of Implementation: Immediate 

 

Comment period: Comments have not been invited 

 

WTO notification number and date: Not yet notified (as of June 19, 2013) 

 

Agency in-charge: GOI, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 



 



 



 
  
  

  

 


